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EDITOR’S
COLUMN

Tom Komendera
NCRS #30803

Hi, Gang -

I held up the publication of this issue to honor John Hinckley
with a special edition of The Vette Signal!

On June 21,2021, we lost John at the age of 80 years old.

John was the Michigan Chapter Chairman from 2001 to 2006
and was inducted into the National Corvette Museum Hall of
Fame on September 4, 2009!

John was responsible for taking the Michigan Chapter into
the modern era - first with e-mail communications and
second by giving the go-ahead to launch the first Michigan
Chapter website!

John started the tagline, “We came for the cars but stayed
for the people.”

It didn’t matter if you knew him as John Z, snake488 or just
John he took the time to get to know everybody and his
many e-mails and articles were a big help to all of us!

When John approached me with the news that Bill Nichols
was resigning as the Chapter Treasurer and asked me to

fill the position, | said yes! | was inspired by his continued
leadership and became the Chapter Chairman in the
following years! | continued to stay in close communication
with John over the year’s asking him for his thoughts and
guidance on running the Michigan Chapter!

John started the “Chapter Member of the Year Award” that
was given out at the Annual Christmas Party - to date, the
following Members have earned this Chapter Award:

«  Werner Meier

o Carl Schiller

« Harry Jones

o Tom Grabowski
e Jim Williams

o JeffSalz

« JohnDavin

o Steve Rhode

« Mike Clancy

| have proposed an idea to Tom Dingman, current Chapter
Chairman, that we rename this Award after John! “John
Hinckley Michigan Chapter Member of the Year Award”!

In this issue, we have included many pictures of John in
action as the Michigan Chapter Chairman, and | have included
his Obituary so you can read about the story of his life.

In this issue, we have three great Tech Articles and our
second “What’s in your Garage” article!

As a special gift from your Vette Signal staff, | have included
a new Michigan Chapter Key Fob for your use! Enjoy!
Additional fobs will be available for purchase at upcoming
events!

Please remember to support our advertisers!

I look forward to seeing all of you at the upcoming in-person
events this year!

Again, | want to thank John Hinckley for the time and energy
he spent to help make the Michigan Chapter one of the best!

He will be missed!

GRS}

michiganncrs.org
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CHAIRMAN’S
CORNER

Tom Dingman
NCRS #4889

Headline Topic - If you are a current Michigan Chapter
member of NCRS, you should be getting a monthly email
from your chairman. These arrive from info@michiganncrs.
org.

1. Ifyou are getting emails from info@michiganncrs.
org and not opening them, | would like your feedback
at (810) 338 0307 or my email (midvette@mac.com).
Thank you.

2. Ifyou are NOT getting an email from info@
michiganncrs.org (not seeing them in your inbox),
please see if they are going into your “spam folder”
instead of your inbox. If not, found at all, we might
have an out-of-date email address for you. In this case,
please call or write to Kim Schramm, our membership
list keeper. Kim is using kschramm@att.net and (517)
505-6525. Please also thank her for doing a great job
with membership renewals and related tasks.

3. Ifyou DON’T use email, | would like to hear from you.
Please call Tom Dingman @ (810) 338 0307. Thank you.

2021 August - Why not also include your “hatin the ring”
for the Woodward Dream Cruise on August 21st?

2021 Video of Seminar in May - Other than board meetings,
we had our first attempt to present using computers,

cell phones, and ZOOM to communicate. This was early

in the month of May and featured Larry Galloway. Larry
went through the slides he presented live in the first NCRS
regional of 2021 (in Arizona). | would like to see Larry back
for a live seminar. His slide presentation is outstanding.

If you missed the ZOOM video, view the seminar captured by
chapter member Steve Rohde. Go to MichiganNCRS.org for
that.

Old News - Michigan chapter member Dave Tallenger
impacted my current restoration project by helping to
mount the body back on the frame. | learned some tricks
from Mr. Tallenger, and | expect to record them in an article
this year.

It is interesting to me that he could also impact the same
project negatively (without intending to do so). You see,
Dave gave me a pile of old magazines. Almost all were
titled “The Corvette Restorer.” As | look at these issues, | find
myself reviewing old articles, as most “ring a bell,”; Usually
about something | have yet to do in the garage.

Also, | find old reports of judging meets in Michigan,

Ohio, and elsewhere. These have me looking for names

of Corvette owners. For example, in the Fall of 1992, a

listing from the NCRS national convention in Warren was
published. Mike Bailey’s ‘65 was named in the list of top-
flight Corvettes, along with many others from MI. At this
convention, | learned that the late Rick Boyd “top-flighted”
his 1963 and his 1967 Corvette. The fantastic thing about Mr.
Tallenger is... that he can recall most of these articles and
events.

If you have a collection of such magazines but find you
are missing a particular one, let me know. I might have a
duplicate copy for you.

I think we have one of the best NCRS chapters. | am looking
forward to some fun with Corvette people both here in
Michigan and around the country. | always welcome

calls and emails from our members at (810) 338-0307 or
midvette@mac.com. Let me know how to make things
even better. Thanks!

www.michiganncrs.org 7



MEMBERSHIP
CHAIRMAN

Kim Schramm
NCRS #66362

Welcome summer and welcome all Michigan Chapter NCRS members to what looks like a much more active slate of
activities ahead. With Covid-19 hopefully slipping into our rearview mirror, bring on Corvette season!

To begin, let’s look at our Michigan Chapter NCRS membership. As Chapter members, we all renew our annual dues
on June 1st every year. Many of you have received emails with this reminder. Thank you sincerely to those who have
renewed and those of you who have paid ahead. As of June 1st, approximately 22% of our membership still needed to
renew.

The renewal process can be accomplished in one of three ways. To begin, you need to be a member of National NCRS in
good standing. Your renewal date is listed on your “Driveline” and “Restorer” magazine label next to your NCRS number.
If you are up for renewing your national membership, you can do so at “NCRS.ORG.” If your label is not handy, please
give me a call, and | will help you. I also send out reminder emails to those whose membership renewals are close.

Next, join or renew the Michigan Chapter NCRS.
1. Signinto “NCRS.ORG,” click on “Join,” and follow the steps to renew or join the Michigan Chapter, or
2. Goto “MICHIGANNCRS.ORG,” click on “Membership,” and fill in the blanks, or

3. Onthe “MICHIGANNCRS.ORG” website, click on the red box named “Membership Form” towards the right-hand
side, print the paper form, complete it, attach your check and mail it to the printed address.

Now sit back and smile, knowing you are a Michigan chapter member in good standing. Our Chapter focuses on Corvette
Preservation, Restoration, and Enjoyment of these special vehicles. You and your family can get involved in many
educational endeavors. Participate in road trips to the Gilmore Museum Corvette show, Paragon, and especially the
Woodward Dream Cruise. Our Chapter holds a key viewing location in Birmingham. Lend your talent by volunteering to
help where needed and who would want to miss the Christmas party?

Did you know our Chapter is strengthened by membership from Michigan, Canada, Ohio, North Carolina, Florida,
Massachusetts, California, Illinois, and Indiana? Please extend a warm welcome to our new members: Garry and Luanna
Barnes, Brian and Chris Kleman, Todd and Amy Peterson, John Tyler and Claudia Ruth Gibson, Bob and Debbie Bepristis,
Gary and Suzie McKay, Richard and Carol King, and David and Cindy Rakocy.

In closing, thank you to each of you who has already renewed your memberships. If you haven’t yet renewed, please do
so as soon as possible, and if you have any questions, please contact me.

I am looking forward to seeing and meeting all of you.
Kim Schramm

PO Box #304, Haslett, Ml 48840
(517) 505-6525 « kschramm@att.net

The Vette Signal

TREASURER’S
COLUMN

Michael Clancy
NCRS #40460

| hope that as of this writing you are all healthy and ready to
participate in chapter activities. We will once again be having
in-person meetings and events this summer. | look forward to
seeing all of you!

Our balance sheet is healthy as well, and the only concern |
have is that we find additional advertisers for The Vette Signal.
Please get in touch with Tom Komendera or me if you have any
leads on advertisers for our award-winning publication.

Speaking of The Vette Signal, | want to give a big shout-out

to Jim Santoro for his recent contribution of $1,000 toward
the publication of one issue of The Vette Signal. Jim, your
involvement with editing TVS and your continued participation
and support of the Chapter deserves acknowledgment. Please
accept my thanks on behalf of the Michigan NCRS Chapter for
all that you do.

For those of you who have supported our sponsor, we thank
you. Please consider Les Stanford Chevrolet when making

a new lease/purchase of a Chevrolet or Cadillac vehicle for
those who have not. Kevin McKane is our NCRS contact at Les
Stanford Chevrolet, and he is asking us to follow this process:

To receive credit for NCRS member loyalty with Les Stanford
Chevrolet, we ask the NCRS members to identify themselves
as such. If the NCRS member has a membership card or some
form of NCRS identification, | will make a copy to keep inside
the deal. If the member does not have NCRS identification,
we ask for their NCRS member number so | can make sure
the dealership gives credit to your organization (Michigan
Chapter of NCRS). | understand some NCRS members have
relationships with other sales staff in our dealership who are
unaware of the partnership between Les Stanford and NCRS.
[ will not “steal” the sale away from that salesperson, but |
need to be in the loop before the deal is final to ensure correct
discounts and credits are applied. Of course, | would like to
be the associate who gets credit for the sale, but my primary
role is to continue the Michigan Chapter NCRS / Les Stanford
relationship. | prefer you to contact me on my cell phone -
734-634-5523. - Kevin McKane

ACTIVITIES
CO-CHAIRMAN

Werner Meier
NCRS #6800
Brian & Pam McCrackin
NCRS #20151

August 21%, Woodward Dream Cruise

Plans are underway to again hold the NCRS event at the
same location on Woodward in Birmingham. Preliminary
details include an Ice Cream run to Ray’s August 20th with
August 21st parking, facilities, food, beverages and front
row seats on Woodward.

We were planning to be writing a message describing our
final plans for an exclusive seminar titled ”Stingray Racer
to C-8” that was to feature all the legends of Corvette
design. Presenters were to include Pete Brock, Randy
Wittiness, John Cafaro, Tom Peters, and Kirk Bennion; all
prepared to share the insider’s view of how and why the
Corvette evolved as it had.

The program, sponsored by Eyes on Design with support
from Mike Simcoe and GM Design Staff, had been planned
for June 19, regrettably had to be postponed over the
great concern over the potential spread of Covid -19.
However, the great news is that the event has not been
canceled but postponed until Father’s Day weekend 2022.

Our plans to hold the event at the Design Dome at the
GM Tech Center remain intact, including plans to display
a group of seldom seen concept Corvette vehicles. The
seminar will be followed by a meet and greet reception
at the GM Heritage Center. It’s not too soon to mark your
calendars for this event next year; this will be a must-
attend event for any Corvette enthusiast - a trip to Mecca
for the faithful.

www.michiganncrs.org 9



JUDGING
CHAIRMAN

Karl Luketic
NCRS #62634

ANNOUNCEMENT: The Annex on Rotunda Dr. is no longer
available for Judging Meets. We have secured a new location
at 15050 Commerce Dr. N., very near the old site and still
graciously provided by Les Stanford Chevrolet. This should
provide a much-needed improvement in space and facilities.
It may also be a space in which to hold our regular Chapter
meetings.

Upcoming Judging Activities:

August 21, 2021: Woodward Dream Cruise This will include a
Judging School - Topic: Standard Deductions

September 10 & 11, 2021: Chapter Judging Meet; Online
registration opens June 1, and it is strongly recommended
for both entering your Corvette for Top Flight or Concourse
Judging and registering for the event. As always, if you

are submitting a car for Judging, Proof of Ownership and
Insurance is required. These documents can be submitted
during online registration process.

Volunteerism: It’s not an infectious disease but should be
contagious. What is it, and why is it important? Volunteering
is more than just giving back.

Volunteering:

#1: Connects you to others. It helps you make
new friends and contacts and increases your social
and relationship skills.

#2: Itis good for your mind and body. Increases self-
confidence. Combats depression. It helps you stay
physically healthy.

#3: Can advance your career. Provide experiencein a
new career path. Learn valuable job skills.

#4: Brings fun and fulfillment to your life.

Requirements: Passion and positivity.

From: www.wcsu.edu/
community-engagement/benefits-of-volunteering/

Why bring this topic up? Now that Covid-19 restrictions
are being relaxed, Chapter activities are being restarted,
including those related to Judging activities. Any social
organization relies on its members to contribute their time
and talents to keep its programs running successfully.

The upcoming Judging Meet needs the volunteer efforts

of chapter members for duties such as: judging cars,
tabulating, registering members and guests, and hosting
the function. No previous Judging experience? No problem!
There are a number of ways to learn how the judging
process works: Observer Judges follow regular judges as
they assess cars. Those who have some experience but may
not be confident with their skills are paired up with more
senior judges. And some portions of the judging program are
less subjective, such as Operations Check (OPS), and better
suited to those just starting their judging careers.

Attendees of Judging School seminars may benefit from
members sharing experiences they’ve gained restoring
their cars or services members provide to the restoration
community.

Please consider presenting a Judging School seminar,
writing an article for The Vette Signal, and volunteering at
Michigan Chapter events such as the September Judging
Meet.

Thankyou

INGENIANA

MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS

2220 HICKORY LEAF DR.
ROCHESTER HILLS, MI 48309
248.652.3941(P)
248.568.6869 (C)
INGENIANA@WOWWAY.COM (E)
INGENIANACONSULTANTS.COM

JOHN W. DAVIN
PRESIDENT

10 The Vette Signal

Lynn Beltowski says it only took 21 years!

Pictured at right is (L to R top)

Lynn Beltowski, Matt Beltowski

with MINCRS members (L to R bottom)
Anita Galloway, Larry Galloway

CorvettesWanted.com - Free Catalog

Matt Beltowski receives his
400 Level Master Judging Award
at the Arizona Regional

GARAGE DOORS & ELECTRIC OPENERS

SALES < SERVICE < INSTALLATION

4680 Hatchery Rd. * Waterford, MI » 48329

www.michiganncrs.org 11
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What’s in your Garage?

Each issue, we try and showcase what’s in a

members garage and their story.

article/photos by Dick Sandell NCRS #18036

My wife and | sold our home of 36
years and downsized it by building a
new house with an “open concept”
layout. It’s like an efficiency apart-
ment without the Murphy bed.

One of my requirements was to
have an attached 36’ X 24’ three-car
garage like our last house. When
planning with the builder, | speci-
fied three garage doors so the cars
wouldn’t be so close that we had

to slither in and out of them like we
used to. He suggested putting in

an eighteen-foot-wide door along

with the smaller seven-footer and
eliminate the third opener. Each
vehicle’s doors can open fully (not
simultaneously) when all three stalls
are occupied.

The walls and eleven-foot ceiling
are painted white, with the floor a
gray epoxy. | prefer the shine of a
solid color floor as opposed to the
application of the multi-colored
chips. The solid color also shows
fluid drips more readily.

The Vette Signal

For lighting, | bought three 100-Watt
12500 LM CRI 80 “UFO Deformable
Lamps” from Amazon. They screw
into a regular bulb socket, and each
has three adjustable panels to direct
light throughout the garage. Flip
the switch, and it becomes “High
Noon.”

A DynaGlo 30,000 BTU gas wall
heater keeps the inside temperature
at about 60 degrees at its lowest set-
ting during the fall and winter.

The cabinets store everyday household
garage-use tools and fluids along with
my detailing equipment and polishes, lo-
tions, and potions chemistry set. I’'m not
mechanical, so | don’t have a large array
of tools. However, | am proud to say that
| replaced the right headlight assembly
on my C-6 due to the crazing of the lens
with the help of YouTube videos.

My love of Corvettes goes back to when

| was about ten years old. Spotting
Corvettes was always a thrill. When | got
my driver’s license, I'd spend a lot of time
cruising the many Chevrolet dealers.

Lou Bachrodt Chevrolet, an extensive
dealer in Rockford, Illinois, about half an
hour drive from my folks’ home in sou-
thern Wisconsin, was my favorite. They
stocked all the Chevy high-performance
SS models: Impalas, Chevelle’s, Nova’s,
Camaros, and many Corvettes, so | had
plenty to see.

After my freshman year at the University
of Wisconsin, a guidance counselor told
me that | needed to re-think my acade-
mic priorities and take a semester off
based on my grade-point average. He
called it academic probation.

So, one day | put on a suit and tie and
drove down to Lou Bachrodt and asked
for the sales manager. After about a
fifteen-minute interview, he told me to
“Come in on Monday, and we’ll put you
to work.” At age nineteen, | worked in the
dealership business for sixteen years,
moving to Michigan in 1972. | started a
consulting firm organizing sale promo-
tions for new car dealers in 1982, retiring
in 2013.

Over the years, we’ve owned more than
twenty Corvettes, ranging from our first,
a 1970 convertible, to two C4 ZR-1s, to

a ’66 convertible, to the current 2008
convertible, and a whole lot more in
between.

The biggest lesson | learned owning all
those Corvettes is that I married the right
girl, fifty yearsin June.

www.michiganncrs.org
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John P. Hinckley, age 80, of Washington Township, passed
away on Monday, June 21, 2021, at the Shelby Manor in
Shelby Twp. John was born on February 27,1941, the son
of John and Shirley (Bloodheart) Hinckley. John married
Linda (Coker) on January 4, 1995, in beautiful Maui. John
issurvived by his daughter Nancy (Brian) Lance of Illinois.,
also two grandchildren Joe (Raven) Lance of Omaha, and
Sarah Lance of Illinois. They were also blessed with two
great-grandchildren.

After earning a BSME from Michigan State University
and spending three years as an Officer in Army Aviation,
John Hinckley started with Chevrolet at the Willow Run
Assembly Plantas a Production Foremanin 1964, building
the Chevy Il and Corvair, and moved on in 1966 to the
Chevrolet Pilot Line in Flint as Senior Process Engineer-
Passenger Cars. During 1966-1968, he was assigned to
the Corvette Group at Chevrolet Engineering in Warren
as Manufacturing Liason Engineer, responsible for future
Corvette assembly processing, and spent a great deal of
time at all Chevrolet assembly plants, including build-
out of the ’67 and launch of the ’68 at St. Louis-Corvette.

Later assignments during 1969-1975 included planning
and execution of the conversion of the Lordstown
assembly plant from Caprice/Firebird production to
the Vega, managing the Vega launch, General Foreman
and later Superintendant of Chassis and Final Assembly
Production at Lordstown, and the launch of the
Cosworth-Vega, followed by ten years from 1975-1985
at GM Assembly Division Production Engineering Project
Manager for the 1980 “X” Car program and as Engineer-
in-Charge of Advance production Planning and Tooling
for all new GM Project Center programs.

photo contribution by member Richard DeMay « NCRS #24005

John Hinckley

NCRS #29964
February 27, 1941 - June 21, 2021

John was recruited out of GM by Chrysler in 1985 as
Manufacturing Manager, Project Liberty, then Chief
Engineer-Advance Process Development, then Director of
Advance Manufacturing Engineering for Large and Small
Car Platforms, and spent the last five years of his 37-year
career as Plant Manager of the Viper/Prowler Assembly
Plant in Detroit before retiring in March 2001. He spent
his entire career focused on production engineering,
assembly plant operations, processed, tooling and
facilities.

Johnisaformer Chairman of the NCRS (National Corvette
Restorers Society) Michigan Chapter (2001-2006), is
a veteran Bloomington Gold Certification Judge and
Corvette Restoration Workshop Instructor,a Core Member
of the Camaro Research Group (www.camaros.org), and
is a member of the Solid Axle Corvette Club, the Eastern
Michigan Camaro Club, and the Society of Automotive
Engineers. John has written numerous technical articles
for internal GM and Chrysler publications, many SAE
presentations, OEM automotive trade journal articles,
many technical articles published in the NCRS “Corvette
Restorer” magazine, and was named Vintage Technical
Editor of the nationally-renowned “Corvette Enthusiast”
magazine in 2003, which has published over 110 of his
Corvette technical articles and columns.

John and Linda live in Romeo, Michigan, where they
built their retirement home seven years ago, including
his 2500 sq. ft. attached “dream garage” for his award-
winning 1967 Corvette and 1969 Camaro Z/28. John has
owned seven Ferraris since 1972, and has built numerous
race cars and street rods, has done six complete body-off
Corvette restorations, built three 427 Cobra replicas, and
a tube-frame Corvette Grand Sport replica.

John was inducted in 2009 as a member of the National
Corvette Museum Hall of Fame.

John Hinckley with Alex Mair
Executive Vice President of General Motors
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article/photos by Jeff Saltz NCRS #13182

CORVETTE

1968-69 LOWER SIDE ROCKER MOULDING REPAIR

The lower side rocker moldings on 1968 and 1969 Corvettes
were made of black fiberglass and had two tabs underneath
to accommodate two phosphated, indented (untrimmed)
head #10 x 34” sheet metal screws. [Note: The 6th edition of
the 1969-69 Judging Guide indicates that these screws are
philister head cross recess screws. The AIM shows these as
hex heads, and searching the part number also brings up a
hex head screw as shown below.] These tabs are very fragile
and are very likely to be broken off. That was the case on my
’69. | decided that since | had to remove these moldings to
get access to put the splash shields back on, which had been
removed some time ago to repair an A/C part, it was as good
a time as any to make a repair. Photo #1 shows the molding
with the missing tabs.

Simply gluing on a new piece is impossible since there is no
glue surface for a repair to hold; | needed to find another
method. | started by trying to locate the thinnest piece of
metal available to fabricate a backing on which | could glue
a new piece. | found a brass sheet at my local ACE hardware
store that was only .008” thick. | was confident that there
was more than .008” of “slop” in the mounting not to change
any spacing dimensions. | cut two pieces from the sheet
and put a ninety-degree bend at one end that would glue to
the molding inside. Using tape, | temporarily attached the
brass to the molding. | mounted the molding to the car and
marked the center of the u-clip on the body.

Next, | cut the brass (it is so thin that it cut with scissors
easily) to the shape of the original tabs, created the slots
that the screws would go through, and glued them to the
backside of the moldings with JB Weld.

| then needed to find a material to form the tabs that would
be seen. | decided that gluing up some gray gasket material
that I had to the correct thickness was the answer. It was
smooth enough but had a texture and would hold a coating
of JB Weld that would make the tabs solid and waterproof
after painting. Once | glued up enough layers to get
thickness close, | cut the pieces to the shape of the original
tabs and glued them to the brass backers. Figure 2 shows
the rough pieces glued to the brass.

Once the JB Weld dried, | coated the new tabs with a thin
layer of JB Weld to seal them and give them a more solid
surface to paint. | sanded the tabs smooth, used a Dremel
tool to make sure the oval opening was uniform and smooth
inside and painted them with Krylon 1613 (the old formula)
that matched the sheen of the original rocker panels. Figure
3 shows the completed and painted repair. All that was left
was to re-install on the car.

For reference, figure 4 shows the original screws referred to
earlier that go through the tabs and attach to the body.
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VETTE PRODUGTS
OVER 21 YEARS! of Michigan

We have the World’s largest inventory of
vintage parts, new, used and reproduction.

Need help with your Corvette restoration?
Give us a call!

HOURS OF OPERATION
10: 00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday

Phone: 248-693-1907
Fax: 248-693-9715

You can also contact us by email at:
vetteproducts@voyager.net

We don't take a backseat to anybody!

VISIT MY WEB SITE
www.CarTipsAndBits.com

CORVIETTIE
1963 - 1967

Corvette Photos
Automotive Articles :
To Buy My Book — [

I was there when we

launched the 1963 Corvette ‘ LARRY M. GALLOWY

Visit us at: www.vetteproducts.net

y E-Wumli AUTOMOTIVE <4

B10 338 0307 mobdle phone

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

Phone: (248) 583-0590
Fax: (248) 583-0584
32327 Stephenson Hwy.
Madison Heights, Ml 48071
www.mwauto.com

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat By Appointment

NOW OFFERING
CLIMATE CONTROLLED
INDOOR CAR STORAGE

* Clean, Secure Storage
* Convenient Location

* Accessible during business hours
¢ Monthly, Semi Annual and Annual rates

Complete autobody repair and refinishing capabilities
featuring Garmat Downdraft paint booth
with PPG Concept 2000 Paint System

www.michiganncrs.org 17




article/photos by Tom Dingman NCRS #4889

CORVETTE

The 1964-1966 Corvette Front Parking Brake Cable & Pulley

For example, | compared the original bolts found in the

firewall bracket and pulley assembly, GM 3780118, with My third photo (below) shows the assembly with the original
some available reproductions. The “repros” didn’t score on nylon wheel and two original bolts, re-installed in the

bolt headmarks! original repainted bracket.

Here are a few small things | noticed when restoring a
front parking brake cable in a 1965 red coupe. It extends
to the end of the in-cab “pull-shaft” to the middle of the

car, under the body. There, it’s connected to a bell-crank
(L-shaped lever) which looks like a one-armed boomerang.
That lever pivots and tightens the rear parking brake cable
when you pull the handle. The same setup was used on 1964
to 1966 Corvettes, while 1963 models made do without the
pulley/wheel setup. Many 1963 only parts were dumped in
favor of the 1964 design.

The 1965 Chevrolet Assembly Instructions, commonly called
the ‘65 AIM, shows the OEM part numbers in UPC 5, sheet C1.
(On that page, you will note a firewall seal was added to this
sheet on 4/23/65. That does not mean firewall seals were
installed starting on that date.)

Looking at the ’65 AIM, | learned that the rear cable has

a cool part number. Itis GM 3866427. Meanwhile, an
original front cable, GM 3842936, came with the ’65 coupe
mentioned above. It was slightly frayed at the exposed
south end (under the car), so | decided to replace it. |
cleaned and re-used some other original parts.

An available reproduction front cable exhibits differences as
well. lunderstand | needed to choose between a GM service
replacement without “boots” on each end and reproduction
with boots. | selected the version offered by Paragon as #5740.

| took some photos to help you judge the front parking
brake cables during NCRS chassis judging. Not all my
images made the cut for this article. Contact me if you have
questions. (You might find an issue with my very first photo.)

Above, you will note the size of the (old vs. new) rubber
boots and the design of the crimped sleeve on cable ends.
The original has a spiral sleeve that is mostly covered in this
photo. It’s visible in the next photo. Also, note the slight
difference in the cable housing size and the original square
nut. It’s there for the small “cinch bolt.”

18 The Vette Signal

Above you see a close-up of the 1/4”- 20 cinch bolt. The
same bolt is at the bottom in the assembly photo above.
The reprois a correct ¥4” - 20 bolt, but with smaller head
size. Remember the use of a lock washer under the head of
this “E” cinch bolt.

There was a 5/16” bolt, nut, and washer included with the
repro cable. One is visible in my very first photo above.
That’s the same size used for the original ’65 pulley axis bolt.
It didn’t match the head mark on the original from 1965
(NSC?), and it had markings for grade 5, which the original
did not have.

As it turns out, not much is said about the pulley assembly
or cable in the current 1965 NCRS TIM&JG. The most recent
1965 NCRS guide does say “wire-wound casing of galvanized
steel.” The new 1966 NCRS TIM&JG says “wire-wound casing
assembly of natural steel.” | agree with the 1966 description
for both years.

In NCRS Chassis judging, the BRAKES section does not cover
the parking/emergency brake. However, in FRAME judging
(also part of Chassis), NCRS allows for five originality points
for “parking brake cables and hardware.” This means the
items I’'m pointing out are not (individually) worth a full point
deduction. From an owner’s point of view, that is a good thing.

www.michiganncrs.org 19
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Just the other day, a friend called and surprised me with Here, | thank Patrick Hulst’s email, as he woke me up to the R wames s v wmme
a question not related to his favorite years of Corvette extra details in the 6th edition. There you find six (yes, 6)
production. He called about something in the 1970 to 1972 Axle Plant Codes. The possible production source codes
TIM&JG, AKA Technical Information Manual and Judging are a sub-set of the six; D = Dana, E = Eaton, and W = Warner EVENT (BOLD = REGIONAL: Red) OR MINCRS: Blue)
Guide, chassis section. Not being a “C3 guy”, he didn’t have Gear. (This information was not detailed in the 5th edition, . .
that document in his home or shop. so it’s a worthwhile addition to the 6th.) August 21 Woodward Dream Cruise - Detroit
f f « August 26 - 28 NCRS Gallery - Carlisle, PA
His question was, “Why can’t | understand the codes on To finish this up, here is a photo of the different axle ratio i
the bottom of the rear differential from a 1972 Corvette? codes listed on page 248. You can see from the table September 10 - 11 Michigan NCRS Chapter Meet - Dearborn, Ml
Shouldn’t the date be readable as year/month/day, in plain provided that some Positraction rears were also called September 10 - 11 Autofest - Frankenmuth, Ml
stamped numbers?” My first inclination was to say “yes,” heavy-duty (HD). “Itis believed that HD indicates the type
but | first offered to look that up. of u-joint caps on the axle outputs....” September 18 Paragon Road Tour & Paragon Open House
September 18 - 19 Adirondack Regional, Latham/ Albany, NY “Probable Dates”
What happened next? We both learned the year of a Note that all listed for 1971-1972 are Positraction codes, AKA . .
change. Chevrolet moved away from month/day/year for “Posi” as Positraction became standard in Corvettes with August 28 - October 9 Detroit Auto Show - Detroit
differential date codes, starting with 1971 Corvettes. | found the 1971 model year. October 21 - 23 NCRS Regional, Frisco, TX
this on pages 247-248 of the Chassis section of the Judging
Guide’s 6th edition. So, the 1970 differential codes are quite Can you read the footnote (*) in the photo? It’s about the
different from the “new” codes for 1971 and 1972. use of the 3.08:1 rear ratio in 1972.
Quote from page 248: The differential production code for — N — —
1970 consists of a number for the shift that produced the iﬁ&fsﬁfﬁﬁ?’aﬁ?ggﬁ oy ?:anm&m
. . b 4 €, the r i
unit, three letters for the ratio code, the date produced 2xie bﬁf?o':‘:’:,uét For ;frhanﬁa}; B " e

(numbers for year/month/day), and a suffix letter for the

plant that produced it. (This was for 1970 Corvettes.) SRS “Wrau.p,.“!“m,a':g:..‘::;

3.36:1 1971 iy

CAL 3084 AR sy wn
For 1971 and 1972, the stamping begins with two letters Sy ol o 31:1:1:% a iEw
for the ratio code, a letter for the axle plant, one to three gﬁg 3.70:1p e 4356311.; o ;;}: :
numbers for the Julian day of the year, a letter for the CAS g-}a: - g‘gﬂ_w e \
Positraction source, and a number for the shift. CAT  3.08:1H = |
. CAU 3.36:1H
(See Fig. Ch 8.38) CAV 30841
g‘;:‘}’v 2531 P Iﬁett;rs after axle ratio indicate-
. . . . .08:1 - Positraction  H - Heavy Duty

Figure Ch 8.38 is a photo of a 1972 rear differential code. An CAX 3.36:1H _ e
example, is AX W102E2, from a 1972 454 Corvette with an CAZiws L e win i same AN ot as iad 871
automatic transmission. The 102 = March 12 (day number CFB 411:1H
102 in that year). The “E” stands for Eaton. gfg ;gﬁ:m

6:1 < .
o : here is nd
: ion is standard in 1970-72, there
ce Positraction IS Stati= ormation from Chel
\Wa can only print the informator oC

Fig. Ch 8.38
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FOR THE RESTORATION T - 7 FOR THE RESTORATION
AND PRESERVATION OF CORVETTES RS AND PRESERVATION OF CORVETTES

\NATIONAL CORVETTE RESTORERS SOCIETY / May 8, 2021 . \ _NATIONAL CORVETTE RESTORERS SOCIETY

g iy . Greaf Cars & Greal Friends )
Great Cars & Great Friend.
UFORNA Dear U.S. NCRS Members, rear ars & Great rens

-

| am writing today to make you aware of an upcoming change in NCRS's
use of email to communicate with our membership. In the past, NCRS has
chosen to use email very sparingly with our members. Depending on a
member’s level of activity, they may only have received the annual email
reminder to renew their membership. Emails are also sent to confirm

May 3, 2021 purchases from the NCRS Store, and to confirm a member’s registration for
a specific event (e.g., Chapter or Regional judging meets, or the annual

Dear Michigow Chapter, Convention).

The NCRS Board has concluded that we are missing out on opportunities
Ow behalf of the NCRS National Corwention Teamy thank to communicate information of interest to our members in a timely way by
yow for your donation towards the 2021 Covwentionw in not making better use of email. NCRS is not equipped to send emails out
Palw Springs. We have not had a National Conwentiow irv to our membership, as is true for most other car clubs. Instead, they make
Californiov since 2012, so- we are very exciteds to- welcome use of third-party providers who specialize in sending out large numbers of

emails on behalf of their clients. We have elected to work with a company
membery back to-the Goldes State: called Constant Contact. | would be surprised if you have not received

email sent out by Constant Contact on behalf of one of their many clients.
The succesy of every Conwvention hinges ow the support and
participatiow of the membership, so- yowr contribution iy Let me be clear, we will not be inundating NCRS members with email,

cated ] Lok 2 ; more like once a month on average, to communicate timely information.
app very « We ard to-s gy uy There will be an “Unsubscribe” link at the bottom of each email we send,

Palw Springs. but we hope you will allow us to explore the use of this new tool to better
communicate with you before deciding to click on that link.

Best regawdys,
1 . 5 L}J / If you have any questions about this new communication tool, please
/~ ‘i@if/nfa_,{ : }é‘)ﬁfﬁfu contact me at michael.ingham248@gmail.com

NCRS National Corwention Teanv

Thank you,

/

v

Mike Ingham
NCRS President
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PARTS FOR SALE

Two brand new, in the box, GM L98 aluminum
cylinder heads. $600.

John Ronayne « NCRS #52673
jronayne33@gmail.com

Call/text (313) 492-8206.

Updated July 1, 2021

FOR SALE

C4 ZR-1 Enthusiasts. | have a collection of 50 of
the 53 original ZR-1 Registry Newsletters from
1992’s Volume 1, Issue 1 to 1999’s Volume VIII,
Issue #1 (the last).

$550 plus shipping.

Dick Sandell, NCRS #18036,

Phone: 810-516-7013
Updated July 1, 2021

FOR SALE

Corvette Documentation 1953-1972!

Over 10,000 Corvettes sold since 1971.

Over 10,000 file jackets.

Database VIN check at no charge.

Find former owners, documents, and photos.
Email: terry@proteamcorvette.com

NCRS #136 (1974)

Updated July 1, 2021

PARTS FOR SALE

GM 3796355 Nose Emblem with Crossed Flags in
a chrome ring. 1962 Only - New GM NOS Part in
GM box. $50 (Reproductions are $85.)

GM NOS 3743857 - Upper A-Arm shaft bushings,
NOS versions of Paragon’s 6862K $15.00 each.

1966 Hubcaps, NOS and Nice Used versions.
Price: TBD.

1965-1966 Black Steel wheels - Various Dates.
Priced from $139 each (for the ones dated after
1966).

Paragon number 1678K PCV hose kit - Spring
Clamps have round tabs for safety. $13 List, Sale
price: $4.00

Several 1967 Rally wheel trim rings. Original

style holding clips, but every single one has
some form of blemish or pimple. Price TBD

The Vette Signal

1965 -1966 Corvette Std. Plastic Steering wheel.
A good candidate for conversion to teakwood.
Price: $40.

327 Engines or partial engines. Only the ’68is
from a Corvette, with VIN and HP stampings.
$555 for all.

Misc. Muncie parts, including 1965 Main
Case, later cases and etc. Including P0125
side=3950306, tail=584, front=3915020
SN=115235.

Some NOS fiberglass incl. one 1966 inner fender.

New Repro fuel tank sending unit 1963-1965 and
also later years? $45

Small block copper radiator, free in SEMI or | can
bring to selected 2021 Events.

327 block, crankshaft and etc. from 1968
Corvette (185408916) Cast month “L” of 1967.
$100 or best offer.

Short Block 283 FO724HC & Short block 283 K_63
& F1202FR, crank and pistons still attached. $20
each. You pick, | need room.

1967 Reproduction white door panels, without
“race tracks” $40 each or best offer.

Tom Dingman, NCRS #4889
Call/Text (810) 338-0307 » midvette@mac.com
Updated July 1, 2021

BRIGGS CUNNINGHAM 1960 CORVETTE SELLS FOR $785K
AT RM SOTHEBY’S AMELIA ISLAND AUCTION

The 1960 Corvette campaigned by
American privateer racer Briggs
Cunningham at the 24 Hours of Le Mans
was sold on Saturday with the hammer
dropping at $685,000 and the winner
was none other than the grandson of
Briggs Cunningham.

The former Le Mans-raced Corvette was
auctioned by RM Sothebys at Amelia
Island. With commissions, the total
out-the-door price was $785,000 which
fell below the pre-sale estimates of
$900,000-$1.3 Million. The court-ordered
sale concludes a remarkable and
somewhat infamous journey for the No.1
Le Mans racecar.

The catalog description for the No.1
Le Mans racer offers the most detailed
accounting yet for the nearly forgotten
racecar which eventually turned up in

a St.Petersburg, Florida warehouse in
2011. However, little of the original Le
Mans Corvette was visible following
major changes performed by a
subsequent owner in the mid-1960s.
Except for a few of the tale-tell signs that
remained on the chassis, the car was
only verified by its VIN which matched
one of three 1960 Corvettes as raced at
Le Mans.

Once the Corvette surfaced, a major
dispute broke out over the car’s
ownership including a claim that the car
was stolen in the early 1970s. Following
years of lawsuits and counter-claims, a
federal judge ordered the race car to be
sold with proceeds to be split among
the remaining parties. The new owner
will receive the car free and clear from
previous claims and our hope is that it
will be restored like the other two Le
Mans-raced Corvettes were.

One of the stories presented in the
auction catalog was Chevrolet’s back-
door support for the Briggs Cunningham
Corvettes which was approved at

the highest levels by GM Ed Cole.
Registration papers of the car at Le
Mans lists Corvette Chief Engineer Zora
Arkus-Duntov as the co-driver of the

car along with Briggs Cunningham.

The story goes that Chevrolet chief Ed
Cole told Cunningham that Chevrolet
would only provide continued support if
Cunningham promised not to allow Zora
behind the wheel. The reason presented
was that Cole knew that Duntov was

www.michiganncrs.org

by Keith Cornett ¢ May 24, 2021 ¢ Corvetteblogger.com

far too valuable to the automaker to

risk in the dangerous 24-hour race.
Cunningham kept his promise and
Duntov’s seat was given to accomplished
driver Bill Kimberly. That decision was
said to cost Briggs Cunningham his
friendship with Duntov for fourteen
years.

The No.1 Corvette looked to be strong
in the early going of the 24-hour race
but several hours later it started raining.
Following a driver’s change, Kimberly
was handed the car all fueled up and
with fresh tires. The rain continued and
during his first lap, Kimberly lost control
at the Maison Blanche corner where

the car spun out and flipped over twice
before landing upright on its tires. A fire
broke out and the car was retired after
just 32 laps completed.

Now with the No.1 Corvette back in the
family and all the previous drama now

in the rear-view mirror, the Cunningham
family will be making some key decisions
regarding the future of the car. We can
only hope that outcome will be positive
for allinvolved.

Thanks to Lance Miller, we have video of
the auction as it happened:

https://www.facebook.com/1344322524/
videos/10225250734959129/

Source: rmsothebys.com
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CHAPTER
OFFICERS

THE REARVIEW MIRROR

John Hinckley | NCRS #29964 Michigan Chapter

NCRS

Judging Chairman
Karl Luketic - NCRS #62634 P . Lt
(419) 360-2717 « kjluketic@sbcglobal.net A M 'y WITH PARTS FOR EVERY

- 5 GENERATION OF CORVETTE

Chairman \ ;
Tom Dingman - NCRS #4889 ]
(810) 338-0307 « midvette@mac.com < i _ P

Thanks for all the
great articles!

Treasurer

Michael Clancy - NCRS #40460 : Vol .
(734) 669-0128 » mclancy@umich.edu s At CorvetteCentral.com, we've

been a leading manufacturer and

Secretary . , distributor of Corvette parts and a

Bob Sedlak - NCRS #64039 famil d busi for 45
(248) 842-5608 « caspertg2@comcast.net amily-owned bUusIness Tor 4 years.
Whatever generation of Vette,

Membership Chairman : o l make it uniquely yours at your
Kim Schramm - NCRS #66362 s =Y +

one-stop-shop for all parts.
(517) 505-6525 « kschramm@ATT.net P P P

Activities Co-Chairman G L= CORVETTECENTRAL.COM
Werner Meier - NCRS #6800
(313) 617-6801 « Vetteking51@hotmail.com

Brian & Pam McCrackin - NCRS #20151
(313) 881-2198 « brian.mccrackin@comcast.net

John helped proof every issue of The Vette Signal that
we published for the club since 2004 until this one.

Vice-Chairman East
Bob Dube - NCRS #28622
(586) 764-1784 « bobdianedube@gmail.com

Thanks for catching all the errors.

Sincerely,

Vice-Chairman West
Patrick Hulst - NCRS #16386
(616) 738-0569 « phulst@chartermi.net

Rich Sommerfield, Jr.
M&S PrintMedia, Inc.
Publisher

Editor
Tom Komendera - NCRS #30803
(248) 669-6560 « tkomendera@nuairfluidpower.com

Content contributor and Michigan NCRS Member
John Hinckley is a National Corvette Museum Hall of

Fame Member Visit us online for all the latest and greatest in Corvette

parts and accessories. From the first V8 to C8, only

Corvette Central has it all.

800-345-4122 269-426-3342 Sawyer, Michigan
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IF'YOU’RE LOOKING FOR'A CHEV.Y.IN
METRO'DETROIT;YOU HAVESTOIS HORATESS

LES'STANEORD!

CONTACT KEVINMCKANE by/emaillat
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